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SUBJECT: UNSYG VISIT TO LEBANON, JUNE 2-4 

SUMMARY: DR. WALDHEIM'S VISIT TO LEBANON HIGHLIGHTED BY HIS 
ASSURANCES, IN PRESS INTERVIEW, THAT LEBANSSE HAD NO REASON TO 
FEAR THAT LEBANON’S SPECIIC PROBLEMS WOULD BE BYPASSED IN ME 
■SETTLF.MF.NT EFFORTS. HE ASSERTED THAT THERE COULD BE NO COMPRE- 
HENSIVE SOLUTION IN ME WITHOUT RESOLVING PALESTINIAN QUESTION IN 
LEBANON AND NOTED THAT GOL PARTICIPATION IN GENEVA CONFERENCE 
WOUD BE "NATURAL"WHEN PALESTINIAN SUBJECT DISCUSSED. HE 
IMPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR UN FORCES ON LEBANESE- 
ISRAELI BORDER. END SUMMARY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 06342 051751Z 

lv LEADING OFF HIS ME TRIP WITH TWO-DAY VISIT TO LEBANON, UNSYG 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



DR. WAT.DHF.TM DELIVERED OPENING SPEECH AT ECWA CONFERNCE IN 
BEIRUT AND HELD TALKS WITH PRESDIENT FRANGIE, PM SOLH ANDOTHER 
GOL OFFICIALS. WHILE NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED, IT WAS APPARENT 
THAT LATTER DISCUSSIONS CENTERED ON CURRENT LEBANESE 
PREOCCUPATION WITH IMMEDIATE SECURITY CONCERNS. (IN WAKE OF 
SYRIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT ACCORD, LEBANESE FEEL INCREASINGLY 
VULNERABLE TO BOTH SURGE OF FEDAYEEN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND 
FURTHER ISRALI ATTACKS.) 

2. UNSYG, IN OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO REASSURE GOL AND LEBANESE 
PEOPLE, GAVE PRESS INTERVIEW TO LEADING DAILY AN NAHAR. NOTING 
ANXIETY OF "CERTAIN GOL OFFICIALS", HE STATED THERE WAS NO CAUSE 
FOR ALARM, EMPASIZING THAT THERE COULD BE NO COMPREHENSIVE 
SOLUTION TO ME PROBLEM WITHOUT SETTLEMENT OF PALEST! ANT AN QUESTION 
UNCLIDUNG THAT OF PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON. 

3. RE GOL PARTICIPATION IN GENEVA CONFERENCE, DR. WALDHEIM SAID 
THAT WAS MATTER FOR GOL TO DECIDE, ADDING THAT THE HAD TOLD LEBANSE 
OFFICIALS THAT GOL PARTICIPATION WOULD BE "NATURAL" WHEN PALESTINIAN 
SUBJECT DISCUSSED. 

4. UNSYG FINESSED ISSUED OF STATIONING UN FORCES ON LEBANESE- 
ISRAELI BORDR, STATING THAT QUESTION WAS MATTER FOR SC TO DECIDE. 
HOWEVER, HE DREW DISTINCTION BETWEEN UN FORCES POSTED ELSE- 
WHERE IN AREA AND SITUATION INTER ANON. 

5. COMMENT: DR. WALDHEIM'S ASSURANCES, WHILE HARDLY CON- 
CRETE, APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN WELL RECEIVED BY LEBANESE AND 
CONSTITUTUED HIGH POINT OF HIS VISIT. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, ONE NOTE 
OF RESERVATION. DEFENSE MINISTER MAALOUF MADE SUBSEQUENT 
COMMENT TO PRESS THAT UNSYG. IN AFFIRMING THAT PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
WOULD BE RESOLVED, HAD EXPRESSED PERSONAL VIEW THAT SHOULD NOT BE 
CONSIDERED "INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEE" FOR LEBANON. 

6. EMBASSY PRESUMES THAT QUESTIONOF POSSIBLE LEBANESE- 

ISRAELI EXCHANGE OF CAPTIVES WAS ALSO RAISED IN PRIVATE TALKS, AND 
NOTES PRESS DESPATCH QUOTING UNSYG AS SAYING IN KUNEITRA 
THAT EXCHANGE WOULD TAKE PLACE SHORTLY. GODLEY 
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